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FUNERAL  SERMON. 


REVELATION  xlv.  13. 


And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying  unto  me.  Write, 
Blessed  are  the  dead  -which  die  in  the  Lord  from  hence- 
forth. 


1  he  word  of  God,  is  a  fountain  of  light  and 
inftru&ion.  It  is  perfectly  fitted  to  the  circumflances 
and  wants  of  mankind,  in  this  dark  and  dying  world  j 
and  the  fuffering  friends  of  Jems  may  ever  find  in  it, 
the  mod  permanent  fources  of  fupport.  The  rich 
mines  of  glory  and  confolation  which  it  contains,  and 
the  lively  profpects  of  animated  blils  which  it  opens 
to  their  view,  are  preeminently  calculated  to  filence 
the  voice  of  complaint,  and  to  diffufe  into  their  hearts 
and  minds,  at  all  times,  a  ferene,  holy  and  heavenly 
peace. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  context,  a  bright  fcene  of 
their  future  bleffednefs  is  prefented  to  view.  To  St. 
John,  in  vifion,  heaven  was  opened  :  "  and  he  looked, 
and  lo,  a  Lamb  flood  on  the  mount  Sion,  and  with 
him  an  hundred  forty  and  four  thoufand,  having  his. 


Father's  name  written  in  their  foreheads."  And  he 
heard  the  voice  of  harpers  harping  with  their  harps  s 
and  they  fung  as  it  were  a  new  fong  ;  a  fong  of  fuch 
a  peculiar  flrain,  that  none  could  learn  it,  but  the 
number,  on  mount  Sion,  who  were  redeemed  from 
the  earth.  A  voice,  from  heaven,  at  the  fame  time 
calls  upon  him  to  write  this  vifion  of  the  bleffednefs 
of  departed  faints,  for  the  difcipies  of  Jefus  living  on 
the  earth  ;  that  they  might  ever  have  this  view  of  their 
future  inheritance  and  glory,  to  comfort  and  fupport 
them  in  all  their  afflictions  and  trials.  "  And  I  heard 
a  voice  from  heaven,  faying  unto  me,  Write,  BlefTed 
are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth." 
This  lafh  claufe  of  the  verfe,  "  from  henceforth," 
fixes  the  period  in  which  their  entire  bleifednefs  com- 
mences ;  and  mows  that  the  foul  fmks  not  down  into 
a  ftate  of  infenfibility  at  death,  like  the  body ;  but  that 
It  rifes  immediately  to  heaven,  and  forever  mingles 
with  that  blelfed  throng,  on  mount  Sion,  who  were 
fmging  a  new  fong  before  the  throne. 

With  this  pleafing  profpecl:  in  view,  let  us  confider, 
what  it  is  to  die  in  the  Lord,  and  in  what  refpecls 
thofe  who  die  in  the  Lord  are  bleffed. 
The  firfl  thing  to  be  confider ed  is, 

I.  What  it  is  to  die  in  the  Lord. 

Here  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  in  general,  that  to 
die  in  the  Lord,  implies  a  realizing  and  cordial  belief 
of  all  the  fundamental  truths  which  the  gofpel  reveals. 
"  He  that  cometh  to  God,  mud  believe  that  he  is, 
and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  feek 
him."  It  means  the  fame  thing,  as  to  die  "  with  our 
lives  hid  with  Chrift  in  God."  Mankind,  being  natu- 
rally the  enemies  of  God,  are  not  in  him,  but  greatly 
alienated  from  him.  Before  they  can  be  properly  faid 
to  be  in  God,  they  mufl  become  reconciled  to  him-; 
they  muff  be  brought  to  rejoice  in  his  fupremacy ;  and 
they  mufl  be  united  to  him  thro*  Jefus  Chrift.  But  to 
be  a  little  more  particular,  it  may  be  juft  to  obferve, 

i.  To  die  in  the  Lord,  implies  perfect  refignation 
to  him.     This  is  a  plain  and  confident  duty,  and  it 


is  incumbent  on  all  rational  creatures.  God  is  a  per* 
fe&ly  wife  and  holy  fovereign.  And  his  fovereignty 
gives  him  the  mofl  perfect  and  abfolute  right  to  com- 
mand, and  lays  all  under  high  and  unceafmg  obliga- 
tions to  fubmit  themfelves  to  him. 

But  that  refignation  to  God,  which  arifes  from  a 
fenfe  of  ineffeftual  oppofition  to  his  immenfe  power, 
is  not  true  refignation.  To  this,  all  things  in  heaven, 
and  in  earth,  and  in  hell,  muft  refign  themfelves, 
whether  they  do  it  voluntarily  or  involuntarily.  "  The 
council  of  God  mail  fland,  and  he  will  do  all  his 
pleafure."  Even  the  finally  impenitent  will,  with 
their  own  hands,  take  the  cup  of  his  fiery  indignation, 
and  drink  the  dregs  of  his  wrath.  A  confcioufnefs 
of  diminutive  power  in  themfelves,  and  of  unavailing 
oppofition  to  God,  fubje&s  them  to  the  performance 
of  what  they  would  otherwife  proudly  difdain.  And 
fince  this  kind  of  refignation  is  fome times  feen  in  the 
eyes  of  pining  unbelievers,,  after  the  ftamp  of  death  is 
vifible  upon  them  ;  and  is  fometimes  erroneoufly  ta- 
ken by  them  and  their  friends,  for  that  which  arifes 
from  fupreme  delight,  and  confidence  in  the  wifdom 
and  rectitude  of  heaven  ;  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
bellow  a  few  thoughts  upon  this  interefting  and  im- 
portant fubjecl:. 

Refignation  to  God,  refpecls  various  things.  And 
here  it  may  be  pertinent  to  remark 

i.  That  it  refpecls  his  providence.  This  is  his 
conftant  and  uniform  agency  in  upholding  and  con- 
trolling the  works  of  his  hands,  and  in  accomplifhing 
by  them  the  great  fchemes  which  his  wifdom  has 
concerted,  for  the  advancement  of  his  moral  kingdom 
and  the  difplays  of  his  own  glory.  It  refpecls  as  much 
the  fmalieft  concerns  in  nature,  as  it  does  the  higheft 
of  which  we  can  form  an  idea.  There  is  nothing 
which  is  exempted  from  his  controlling  power.  There 
is  not  a  fparrow  nor  a  funbeam  falls  to  the  ground, 
without  his  noticeable  and  prevailing  influence.  He 
hears  the  ravens  when  they  cry,  and  the  young  lions 
when  they  roar,  and  he  feeds  them.     And  his  plans 


are  executed  with  the  greateft  energy.  "  He  is  in  one 
mind,  and  who  can  turn  him?  and  what  his  foul 
defireth,  even  that  he  doeth." 

Refignation  to  this  providence,  is  a  voluntary, 
pleating  and  confidential  furrendry  of  ourfelves,  and 
whatever  refpects  us,  into  the  hands  of  God,  and  to 
his  own  infinitely  wife  difpofal.  And  it  is  done  with 
cordial  emotions  of  joy,  that  fuch  a  being  as  the  Deity 
exifts.  It  originates  from  a  deep  and  lively  fenfe  of 
the  perfections  of  his  nature.  He  has  wifdom  to 
concert  the  bed  plans,  and  to  felect  the  bed  means 
for  the  accompliihment  of  the  wifeft  and  nobleft  ends  ; 
his  unbounded  goodnefs  leads  him  invariably  to  adopt 
and  purfue  them  ;  and  his  omnipotent  power  enables 
him  to  carry  them  into  complete  execution,  with  the 
greateft  eafe.  Hence,  "  God's  work  is  perfect." 
His  government  extends  thro*  immenfity  and  eternity. 
It  links  together  all  his  providences,  and  forms  them 
into  one  entire  fyftem.  Their  numberiefs  wheels  are 
all  turned  by  his  omnipotent  hand,  and  their  various 
courfes  are  directed  by  the  all-feeing  eye  of  infinite 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  :  fo  that  each  moves  in  perfect 
correfpondence  to  each,  and  all  in  complete  fubordi- 
nation  to  the  whole.  And  in  the  event  of  diffolving 
nature,  the  difclofure  of  providential  myfteries,  it  will 
be  clearly  manifeft,  that  nothing  ever  took  place  but 
what  was  brought  about  juft  in  the  precife  time  when 
it  would  be  moft  conducive  to  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  honour  and  majefty  of  his  kingdom.  In  this 
fyflematic  and  all-perfect  providence,  the  children  of 
God  firmly  believe;  and  they  quietly  and  cheerfully 
refign  themfelves  to  it.  They  can  rejoice,  that  infi- 
nite wifdom  and  goodnefs  difconcert  their  eccentric 
and  misjudged  fchemes,  and  overrule  them  to  higher 
and  nobler  purpofes.  This  thought  confoles  them, 
even  under  fevere  affliction.  And  where  is  the 
perfon,  who  with  fuch  views  is  not  refigned  ?  Where 
is  the  perfon,  who  will  not  acquiefce  and  rejoice  in 
that  providence,  by  which  every  thing  is  moving  and 
confpiring  to  the  higheft  glory  of  Qgd»  and  the  intel- 


iigent  imiverfe  ?  It  can  be  imputed  to  nothing  but 
the  deep  rooted  corruption  of  human  nature,  which 
prevents  the  exercife  of  fupreme  confidence  in  the 
true  character  of  God,  that  mankind  do  not  fubmif- 
fively  refign  themfelves  to  him,  and  rejoice  in  his  all- 
wife,  holy  and  watchful  providence.  Such  an  act, 
would  admirably  qualify  them  to  die  in  the  Lord. 

2.  It  refpects  his  gofpel.  This  is  his  difcovery  of 
grace  to  fallen  man,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift :  or,  it  is  his 
lcheme  for  the  redemption  of  fallen  human  nature 
from  its  prefent  ftate  of  darknefs  and  fpiritual  death, 
and  for  railing  it  to  immortality,  and  to  his  own  di- 
vine likenefs.  Refignation  to  it,  implies  the  acknow- 
ledged deftitution  of  every  chriftian  grace  and  virtue 
by  nature  ;  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  a  heart,  which  is 
deeply  fraught  with  malevolence  towards  the  divine 
character  and  purpofes.  It  implies  a  feeling  fenfe  of 
the  neceffity  of  an  atonement  by  the  fufferings  and 
death  of  the  Son  of  God  j  and  of  the  quickening  and 
all-enlivening  influences  of  the  holy  Spirit,  to  purify 
our  fouls,  and  render  them  the  objects  of  divine  com- 
placency. The  gofpel  approves  the  law,  which  cuts  off 
from  the  finner,  every  fource  and  well-grounded  hope 
of  falvation  and  final  happinefs,  in  any  other  methods 
than  by  itfelf.  The  lav/  places  him,  by  nature,  on  def- 
pairing  ground.  It  confiders  him  as  having  merited 
interminable  mifery ;  but  the  gofpel  receives  him,  and 
treats  him,  as  an  everlafting  monument  of  divine  mer- 
cy. Refignation  to  God  upon  thefe  conditions,  is  too 
humiliating  for  the  unfanctified  heart.  It  gives  the 
finner  low  and  debating  views  of  his  own  character, 
and  it  feats  him  at  the  feet  of  fovereign  mercy.  His 
hopes  and  his  dependance,  for  fanctification  and  for 
final  perfeverance,  are  cheerfully  and  confidentially 
fixed  in  the  fpirit  of  God.  And  when  he  reflects  on 
his  refigned  and  happy  fituation,  he  freely  acknow- 
ledges the  author  and  the  means  of  it,  and  confefles 
that,  "  of  his  own  will  begat  he"  me  "  with  the  word 
of  truth."  His  refignation  is  not  the  fruit  of  his 
own  finful  exertions  and  defires,  but  it  is  effected  by 


God,  who  worketh  in  him  to.  will  and  to  do.'  And 
it  is  his  being  made  willing  in  the  day  of  God's 
power,  which  diftinguifhes  him  from  thofe  who  refill, 
until  they  are  eventually  made  the  veffels  of  his  wrath. 
This  is  true  refignation.  And  it  is  effentially  differ- 
ent from  that  which  is  the  effect  of  compulfion.  It 
is  voluntary.  And  it  arifes  from  a  juft  and  feeling 
fenfe  of  the  radical  moral  pollution  of  human  nature ; 
from  a  juft  and  feeling  fenfe  of  the  deformity  and 
criminality  of  fin ;  from  a  juft  and  feeling  fenfe  of 
our  entire  dependence  on  God  for  mercy  and  falva- 
tion  thro*  the  gofpel ;  and  it  iffues  in  the  praife  of 
the  glory  of  divine  grace. 

2.  To  die  in  the  Lord  is,  to  die  united  to  God. 

Mankind  are,  by  nature,  deftitute  of  union  to  God. 
And  all  their  moral  feelings,  are  ftrongly  oppofed  to 
his  moral  character.  The  apoftle  Paul,  in  defcri- 
bing  their  native  ftate  and  character,  fays,  they  are 
"  children  of  wrath  j" — having  the  underftanding 
darkened ;  being  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  thro' 
ignorance  that  is  in  them  becaufe  of  the  blindnefs  of 
their  hearts."  And  fince  this  is  the  cafe,  an  ama- 
zing change,  as  it  refpe&s  them,  muft  be  wrought, 
both  within  and  without,  in  order  to  become  united 
to  God,  and  be  prepared  to  die  in  the  Lord.  As  they 
are,  by  nature,  children  of  wrath,  they  are  of  courfe 
in  a  ftate  of  guilt  and  condemnation,  and,  therefore, 
cannot  be  faid  to  be  in  the  Lord.  Before  they  can 
be  properly  faid  to  be  in  God  ;  God  in  Chrift  muft 
reconcile  them  "  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  unto 
them  their  trefpaffes."  They  muft  be  brought  from 
their  native  ftate  of  condemnation,  into  a  ftate  of  juf- 
tification.  Their  fins  muft  be  forgiven  them,  and 
they  muft  be  treated  of  God,  in  many  important  re- 
fpects,  as  having  never  violated  his  holy  law. 

But,  this  is  not  all  that  is  implied,  in  union  to 
God.  For,  altho'  a  complete  change  of  their  out- 
ward ftate  and  relation  to  God,  were  effected,  yet, 
unlefs  an  inward  change  were  alfo  wrought,  and 
their  hearts  were  affimilated  to  the  heart  of  God, 


they  would  flill  remain  deftitute  of  union  to  Him, 
The  forgivenefs  of  their  fins  merely  does  not  unite 
them  to  God.  This  is  done  by  the  purification  of 
their  hearts.  And  its  importance  arifes  from  the 
divine  nature  and  confutation,  which  are  holy,  and 
which  will  unite  with  holy  love  only. 

Befides,  the  great  end  of  redemption,  could  not 
be  anfwered,  upon  any  other  principle.  The  defign 
of  Chrift's  fufferings  and  death,  was  not  only  to  de- 
liver his  people  "  from  the  wrath  to  come,"  but,  al- 
fo,  to  fave  them  from  their  fins.  This  important 
end,  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  is  not  attainable  by  difpenfmg 
pardon  to  the  impenitent.  Such  would  not  be  deliv- 
ered from  their  fins.  The  execution  of  the  incurred 
penalty  of  the  divine  law,  is  the  only  thing  from 
which  they  would  be  redeemed.  But,  this  would 
leave  them  in  the  pofitive  exercife  of  fupreme  enmity 
towards  God,  and  wholly  incapacitated  for  the  en- 
joyments of  heaven.  Hence,  union  to  God,  implies, 
not  only  exemption  from  the  wrath  which  is  to  come, 
but,  likewife,  the  renovation  of  our  natures.  In  this 
way,  a  glorious  reconciliation,  betwixt  God  and  the 
(inner,  is  effected.  The  foul  is  brought  into  a  near 
union,  and  intimate  communion  with  its  Creator,  and 
becomes  entitled  to  all  the  blefTings  •  of  the  heavenly 
(late. 

This  endearing  union  with  God,  eminently  quali- 
fies believers  to  die  in  the  Lord.  It  is  expreffed  in 
the  fcriptures  by  various  fimilitudes,  and  the  ftrong.. 
eft  ties  in  nature.  It  is  fometimes  reprefented  by  the 
tender  ties  and  connections  of  hufband  and  wife  ;  and 
fometimes  by  the  myfterious  union  of  the  three  per- 
fons  in  the  Godhead.  It  is  moft  fully  expreffed  in 
the  feventeenth  of  St.  John,  where  Chrifl  prays  foif 
believers,  "  that  they  all  may  be  one  ;  as  thou,  Fath- 
er, art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  alfo  may  be 
one  in  us  :  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  haft 
fent  me.  And  the  glory  which  thou  gavefl  me,  I 
have  given  them  ;  that  they  may  be  one,  even  as  we 
are  one  :  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may 
lie  made  perfect  in  one." 
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Such  are  the  feelings,  fuch  the  views,  and  fuch  it 
the  flate  of  thofe,  who  die  in  the  Lord.  They  are 
brought  from  a  flate  of  condemnation  and  fpirituai 
death,  into  a  flate  of  juftification  and  divine  life,  and 
have,  formed  in  their  fouls,  a  lafling  union  of  moral 
exercifes  and  affections  with  God.  They  have  clear 
and  full  views  of  the  agency,  and  of  the  wifdom  and 
rectitude  of  the  Deity  in  the  diflribution  of  all  events, 
and  repofe  themfelves  with  firm  confidence  and  fu- 
preme  delight,  in  the  bofom  of  his  extenfive  and  all- 
powerful  providence.  And  entering  into  the  fcheme 
of  redemption  and  the  views  and  feelings  of  God  in 
it,  they  obtain  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  prefence  and  mer- 
cy, and  when  called  to  die,  they  expire  in  the  Lord. 

II.  Let  us  now  confider  in  what  refpects,  thofe, 
who  die  in  the  Lord,  areblefTed. 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that,  altho' 
religion  is  one,  yet  its  fruits  are  many,  and  its  fources 
of  bleffednefs  to  thofe  who  die  in  the  Lord,  are  alfa 
numerous.     The  firfl  that  I  fhall  mention  is, 

i .  Their  releafe  from  a  flate  of  fuffering  and  trial. 

In  this  world,  which  is,  to  the  human  race,  defign- 
edly,  a  flate  of  trial ;  they  were  infeparably  connect- 
ed with  fuffering.  Man  is  born  the  inheritor  of  for- 
row  and  affliction.  In  no  other  conceivable  methods, 
could  the  important  ends  of  creation  and  providence 
be  rendered  attainable.  Hence,  the  feeds  of  diffolu- 
tion  are  fown  thick  in  our  bodies,  and  are  conftant- 
ly,  tho'  often  imperceptibly,  working,  in  us,  decay. 
From  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  we  bear  in  our  hand 
the  cup  of  mifery,  and  are  often  made  to  drink  deep 
of  its  bitter  contents.  Job  fays  ;  "  man  is  born  unto 
trouble  as  the  fparks  fly  upward."  And  the  number- 
lefs  changes  and  difappointments  to  which  we  are 
fubject,  and  daily  expofed,  in  this  mutable  world, 
will,  on  the  leafl  reflection,  convince  us  of  the  truth 
of  this  fentiment.  To-day,  we  may  be  flufhed  with 
bright  profpects  of  earthly  happinefs,  and  flowing 
profperity  ;  to-morrow,  they  may  all  be  blafled. 
To-day,  we  may  be  furrounded  with  friends  ;  to-mor- 
row, we  may  have  none.     The  rofes  of  health   may 
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bloom  on  our  cheeks  to-day  ;  to-morrow  they  may 
fade,  a  deathlike  palenefs  fix  upon  our  countenan- 
ces, and.we  become  loathfome  with  corruption.  The 
viciffitudes  of  this  life,  often  unexpectedly  throw  us 
from  the  fummit  of  human  greatnefs,  and  inftanta- 
neoufly  plunge  us  into  the  depth  of  human  mifery. 
Hence,  the  dark  and  bright  fcenes,  which  are  fuccef- 
fively  raifed  in  our  minds,  fill  us  with  mingled,  and 
crowding  fenfations  of  doubt,  anxiety,  hope,  and  def- 
pondency. 

But  death,  makes  a  very  material  and  happy  alter- 
ation, in  the  condition  of  thofe,  who  die  in  the  Lord. 
When  they  put  off  thefe  tabernacles  of  fleih,  they 
put  off  the  medium  of  all  their  fufferings  j  and  their 
hopes,  and  fears,  are  vanifhed  forever.  In  that  fol- 
emn  hour,  their  ftate  of  trial  clofes ;  their  warfare, 
with  the  elements  of  this  v/orld,  ceafes  ;  and  refign- 
ing  to  earth  thefe  feeble,  curious,  and  delicate  bodies, 
they  cry,  "  it  is  fmifhed :"  and  pafs,  from  this  dark, 
and  tearful  fcene,  into  manfions  prepared  above, 
where  forrow,  and  fighing,  and  trials  of  every  kind, 
are  done  away ;  and  where  they  are  made  forever 
blefled.  "  Yea  faith  the  fpirit,  they  reft  from  their 
labours." 

2.  They  attain  to  the  perfection  of  their  natures, 
and  enjoy  entire  and  uninterrupted  holinefs.  While 
they  were  here  in  the  body,  they  were  in  a  ftate  of 
infancy,  and  childhood.  They  had  not  reached  ma- 
turity and  perfection  themfelves,  nor  had  they  ever 
feen  a  mind,  which  had  fully  attained  to  it  :  and  "  it 
did  not  appear  what  they  fhould  be."  But,  unfpeak- 
ably  bleffed  mufl  they  be,  who  have  arrived  to  this 
ftate.  The  human  mind  is  capable  of  unfolding  and 
expanding  its  intellectual  and  moral  powers  beyond 
prefent  conception.  It  now  has  many,  and  great 
obftacles  to  furmount.  Its  operations  are  feeble,  and 
its  progrefs,  in  knowledge,  flow.  The  objects  of 
time,  are  not  equal  to  its  illimitable  afpirations,  and 
afford  not  fufficient  auxiliaries  for  the  complete  at- 
tainment of  many  of  its  extenfively  projected  purpofes. 

The  enmity  and  warfare,  alio,  which  fubfift  b«* 
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tween  the  flefh,  and  minds  enriched  by  grace,  greatly 
impede  their  improvement  in  moral  excellence. 
Both  their  intellectual,  and  fpiritual  knowledge  and 
virion,  are  here  circumfcribed  by  fmall  circles.  Here, 
u  they  know  only  in  part,  and  they  fee  thro'  a  glafs 
darkly." 

But,  on  changing  this  dufky  fcene  for  heaven,  they 
come  to  maturity,  and  attain  the  perfection  of  their 
natures.  Their  vifion,  and  their  knowledge,  are  per- 
fect :  and  their  moral  feelings,  exercifes,  and  affect- 
ions, are  all  perfect,  uninterrupted,  and  holy.  They 
fee,  as  they  are  feen  ;  and  they  know,  as  they  are 
known.  Tho*  there  is  a  difparity  between  the  moral 
and  intellectual  powers  and  capacities  of  different 
faints  in  heaven,  as  there  is  between  the  natural  and 
moral  abilities  of  the  angels,  and  the  human  race  ; 
yet,  they  are  all  perfect,  each  one  according  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  refpective  capacities.  They  are  all  pefect- 
ly  free  from  fin,  and  the  leafl  degree  of  moral  imper- 
fection. Their  underftandings  are  completely  illumi- 
nated. Their  fight  is  pure.  They  fit  at  the  feet 
of  Jefus.  Their  inftructor  and  initructions  are  per- 
fect ;  and  their  growth  in  grace,  in  fpiritual  and  in- 
tellectual knowledge,  is  perfect,  and  rapidly  progref- 
five.  .  "  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  fons  of  God  ;  and 
it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  fhall  be  :  but  we 
know  that  when  he,  who  is  the  fum  of  perfection,  fhall 
appear,  we  fhall  be  like  him  j  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as 
he  is." 

3.  Their  focial  feelings  are  completely  gratified ; 
they  are  admitted  into  an  innumerable  company  of 
angels,  and  faints,  who  have  reached  perfection,  and 
who  are  bleffed  in  the  fociety  of  each  other. 

The  focial  affections  are  fources  of  refined  inter- 
courfe  ;  and  the  flreams  of  bleffednels,  which  flow  in 
thro'  thefe  channels,  greatly  augment  the  fum  of  fe- 
licity. A  mere  capacity  for  fociety,  renders  com- 
plete happinefs  unattainable  without  it.  Hence,  fol- 
Itude  is  undefirable  to  all.  Even  a  heaven  fpread 
round  in  folitude,  would  lofe  moft  of  its  charms. 
Tho'  Adam,  wheu  coming  immediately  from  the 


creative  and  forming  hand  of  his  Maker,  was  placed 
in  the.  midit  of  a  moft  delightfome  paradife,  where 
he  breathed  innocence  and  love,  and  where  every  ob- 
ject around  him  was  perfectly  calculated  to  feait  his 
eyes  and  his  ears,  and  regale  his  fenfes,  yet,  even  there, 
he  was  folitary,  and  in  a  fenfe,  cheerlefs :  "  and  God 
faw  it  not  good  for  him  to  be  alone."  And  were  the 
faints  to  enter  heaven,  and  find  no  objects  to  gratify 
their  focial  feelings,  it  would  diffufe  a  folitary  lan- 
gour,  thro'  all  their  enjoyments.  But  their  happinefs 
is,  in  this  refpect,  complete.  Not  only  are  the  cor- 
ruptions and  animofities,  which  here  frequently 
marred  their  fellowfhip,  done  away,  and  every  thing 
which  gave  pain  to  their  pious  hearts ;  but  the  fu- 
preme  objects  of  their  complacential,  and  focial  feel* 
ings,  are  their  near  afTociates  and  companions  in  joy 
and  rejoicing.  The  vait  multitude  of  faints,  who 
have,  in  all  ages,  from  the  creation  downward,  lived, 
and  died,  and  fucceflively  arifen  to  heaven,  are  there. 
There  are  more  than  twelve  legions  of  angels,  who> 
are  God's  miniitering  fpirits,  and  who  unbofom  to 
them  all  the  pious  feelings  of  their  hearts.  And  if 
the  converfion  of  one  fmner  on  earth,  excites  joy  in 
the  prefence  of  the  angels  in  heaven,  what  mult  the 
glorification  of  a  multitude  innumerable  effect  ?  And 
how  muft  it  fwell  the  tide  of  focial  happinefs  ?  Then 
may  we  truly  fay,  "  we  are  companions  of  all  them 
that  fear  thee,"  when  we  "  are  come  unto  the  mount 
Sion,  and  to  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly 
Jerufalem,  and  an  innumerable  company  of  angels, 
to  the  general  affembly  and  church  of  the  firft  born 
which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  judger. 
of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect." 

4.  Their  happinefs  is,  every  way,  confummated : 
they  enter  into  the  poneflion  of  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory.  Their  felicity,  which  was  here  imperfect,  and 
comparatively  fmall,  is  no  longer  fo.  Their  flate  of 
minority,  which  rendered  them  incapable  of  enjoying 
all  thofe  fublime  degrees  of  happinefs,  referved  for 
their  mature  and  full  grown  minds,  is  paffed  away  ; 
and  they  have  reached  perfection.    Till  now,  forrows 
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were  mingled  with  their  joys ;  their  chief  fource  of 
happinefs  was  often  withdrawn ;  the  fun  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  clouded  ;  and  their  fouls  were  left  in  darknefs 
and  fin.  The  objects  of  their  fupreme  affections 
were  never  feert,  but  thro*  the  long  telefcope  of  faith? 
and  their  immenfity,  purity,  and  fplendor  were  eclipf- 
ed,  and  greatly  diminifhed  by  moral  diftance.  But 
now.  thefe  great  objects  of  eternal  felicity,  lie  in  near 
and  full  view.  The  moment  they  open  their  eyes  in 
the  world  of  fpirits,  they  find  themfelves  in  the  imme- 
diate prefence,  and  poffefEon,  of  the  fupreme  objects 
of  their  hearts'  defires.  They  are  no  longer  pilgrims 
and  ftrangers,  in  a  foreign  land,  but,  they  are  citi- 
zens :  God  is  their  father,  and  heaven  is  their  home, 
and  faints  and  angels  their  companions.  Every  thing, 
in  nature,  before,  and  behind  them,  becomes  a  fource 
of  pleafure.  They  look  down  upon  this  world  with 
peculiar  fenfations.  Here  they  had  many  trials  and 
afflictions ;  but  the  Lord  hath  delivered  them  out  of 
them  all  ;  and  they  have  changed  a  world  of  forrow, 
and  fighing,  for  a  heaven  of  peace  and  reft  ;  a  car- 
nal, and  perifhing  body,  for  one  that  is  fpiritual,  and 
immortal  ;  a  corruptable  crown,  for  a  crown  of  un- 
fading glory  ;  and  a  temporal  inheritance,  for  a  king- 
dom that  endureth  forever.  Thefe  things  fill  their 
hearts  and  minds  with  the  pureft  gratitude  and  love. 

Before  them  is  an  immenfe  and  boundlefs  eter- 
nity. Their  profpects  of  happinefs  grow  wider,  and 
deeper,  and  brighter,  as  they  enter  it.  They  are 
enraptured,  tranfported.  The  pure  and  fublime  ob- 
jects around  them  are  perfectly  fuited  to  their  natures. 
God,  and  Chrift,  and  all  holy  beings,  are  fources  of 
blefiednefs,  and  are  conftantly  pouring  into  their  ma- 
ture minds  the  pureft  ftreams  of  knowledge  and  fe- 
licity. "  In  thy  prefence  is  fulnefs  of  joy  ;  at  thy 
right  hand  there  are  pleafures  forevermore."  The 
fmiles  and  the  fervice  of  God  and  the  Lamb  give  a 
relifh  to,  and  crown  all  their  enjoyments,  and  perfect 
their  praifes.  And  in  their  fongs,  they  pour  all  their 
hearts  and  feelings  into  their  voices. 

St.  John,  in  his  vifioa  of  the  paradife  above,  had 
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a  clear  and  full  view  of  the  entire  bleffednefs  of  de- 
parted faints.  He  faw  them,  an  innumerable  multi- 
tude, Handing  on  mount  Sion.  He  faw  their  harps 
in  their  hands.  ,  He  heard  the  voice  of  the  harper* 
harping,  and  they  fung  as  it  were  a  new  fong. 
"  And  he  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round 
about  the  throne,  and  the  living  creatures,  and  the 
elders  ;  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten  thoufand 
times  ten  thoufand ;  and  thoufands  of  thoufands, 
who  were  bleffed  in  the  fervice  of  praife.  And  they 
fung  with  a  loud  voice,  worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was 
flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and 
ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  bleffing  !"  when 
all  nature  broke  forth  in  unifon  and  reverfion, 
and  fung,  "  bleffing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  pow- 
er, be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne  and  to 
the  Lamb  forever  and  ever." 

How  inconceivably  great,  and  dignified,  is  the 
bleffednefs  of  heaven.  And  yet  "  eye  hath  not  feen, 
nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man,  the  things  that  God  hath  prepared  for  thern, 
that  love  Him." 

This  difcourfe  will  now  be  clofed  with  a  few  fert- 
ous 

REFLECTIONS. 

i .  Are  we  prepared  to  die  in  the  Lord  ?  In  this 
point  of  view,  the  fubject  becomes  at  once  interefting 
and  inftructive.  Death,  is  the  common  lot  of  man. 
And  the  period  is  near,  when  it  will  diflodge  us  from 
thefe  bodies,  and  open  our  eyes  upon  eternity.  It  is 
of  the  greatefl  importance,  therefore,  that  we  are 
prepared  for  this  interefting  and  painful  event.  We 
have  briefly  feen  what  is  implied  in  dying  in  the  Lord. 
And  a  clofe  examination  into  the  ftate  of  our  own 
hearts  and  feelings  reflecting  God,  his  providence 
and  grace,  will  enable  us  to  form  juft  and  correct 
decifions  reflecting  our  prefent  characters  and  prof- 
pects.  If  we  find  our  hearts  filled  with  enmity,  and 
reftlefs  towards  thefe  great  objects,  it  exhibits  mourn- 
ful evidence  that  we  are  yet  children  of  wrath,  and 


16 

cfiendally  unprepared  to  die  in  the  Lord.  A  prepa- 
ration for  this  folemn  event,  would  totally  change 
and  rectify  all  our  native  views  and  feelings  refpecting 
God,  and  that  fcheme  of  government  and  grace  of 
his,  under  which  we  live.  We  mould  love,  and  not 
hate  him.  We  mould  fubmit  to,  and  not  refifl  him. 
We  mould  rejoice,  and  not  repine  and  complain  at 
his  character  and  purpofes. 

2.  The  only  ground  upon  which  finners  can  have 
well-founded  hopes  of  happinefs,  is  an  important  re- 
flection fuggefted  by  this  fubject.  Happinefs,  we  have 
feen,  is  the  fruit  of  being  refigned  and  united  to  God, 
It  is  defirable  to  all  beings,  and  equally  fo  to  faints 
and  to  finners.  But  that  every  mode  of  profecuting 
it  will  prove  equally  fuccefsful,  cannot  be  fuppofed. 
That  fcheme  only,  which  is  drawn  on  the  wifefl  and 
broadeft  fcale,  and  which  is  executed  with  the  greatefi 
energy,  can  be  mofl  efficacious.  And,  indeed,  all  that 
counteracts  this,  mufl  of  neceffity  prove  abortive. 
But  the  fcheme  of  diffufing  happinefs  purfued  by 
the  Deity,  in  his  word  and  in  his  works,  it  has  been 
obferved,  is  the  fruit  of  infinite  wifdom.  It  extends 
thro*  immenfity  and  eternity,  and  it  is  executed  with 
divine,  irrefiftible  energy.  Hence,  finners  can  never 
attain  heaven  and  happinefs  in  any  other  than 
God's  way.  In  rejecting  God's  purpofes,  you  raife 
againft  him  your  puny  arm,  and  contend  with  the 
attributes  of  infinite  wifdom  and  power.  It  is  there- 
fore of  the  utmoft  importance  to  your  well-being, 
that  you  become  reconciled  to  God,  and  are  pleafed 
with  that  fcheme  of  government  and  grace  which  is 
his.  It  propofes  as  its  end,  the  perfection  of  our 
natures,  and  bleffednefs  confummated  in  heaven  ;  a 
good,  infinitely  higher  than  you  could  hope,  or  can 
conceive.  It  is  the  ground  of  comfort  and  fupport 
to  faints,  both  here  and  hereafter ;  and  it  is  the  only 
foundation  upon  which  finners  can  have  well-ground- 
ed hopes  of  happinefs  in  time  and  for  eternity., 
"  Come  ye  children,  hearken  unto  me :  evil  mall 
flay  the  wicked,  but  the  Lord  redeemeth  the  foul  of 
his  fervants ;  and  none  of  them  that  truft  in  him 
ihali  be  defolate." 
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3.  This  fubject  fhews  us  the  peculiar  confolation 
and  fupport  which  faints  have  in  their  fufferings.  In 
paffing  through  this  world,  which  is  and  ever  has 
been  a  vale  of  tears ;  believers,  in  common  with  the 
reft  of  mankind,  are  often  called  to  fhare  largely  in 
its  fufferings.  It  is  a  world  of  trial,  and  it  is  de- 
fignedly  filled  with  incidents  which  are  calculated  to 
fuffafe  our  eyes  with  tears,  and  to  pierce  our  hearts 
with  pain.  But  in  the  mod  diftinguifhed  feafons  of 
trial,  faints  have  peculiar  confolation.  They  may 
derive  fortitude  and  comfort  from  every  wound  which 
they  feel.  They  live  under  the  perfectly  wife  and 
benevolent  government  of  God,  which  fuffers  nothing 
to  take  place  but  what  is  belt ;  and  which  gives  di- 
rection and  efficacy  to  every  event,  throughout  this, 
widely  extended  world.  In  all  their  afflictions,  there- 
fore, they  may  eye  the  kind  hand  of  their  heavenly 
Father,  who  ever  has  the  mofl  gracious  defigns  to- 
wards them  ;  and  whether  he  fmiles  or  frowns  upon 
them,  profpers  or  croffes  them,  it  is  for  their  good. 
This  thought  is  enough  to  quiet  every  rifing  paffion. 
It  mingles  pleafure  with  every  pain,  and  it  affords 
them  confolation  which  the  world  can  neither  give 
nor  take  away.  And  when  they  are  placed  on  their 
dying  beds,  and  friends  can  only  ftand  round  and 
look  on,  they  have  profpects  and  hopes  and  comforts, 
which  the  world  knows  not  of.  The  fearful  appre- 
henfions  of  death,  which  are  often  a  thoufand  times 
more  painful  to  fmners  than  death  itfelf,  are  in  a 
great  meafure  done  away.  And  they  lie  in  near  and 
clear  view  of  their  future  inheritance  and  glory,  joy- 
fully waiting  the  time  of  their  departure.  The  Sav- 
iour, with  an  innumerable  company,  appears  (landing 
on  mount  Sion,  waiting  to  hail  their  arrival.  The 
voice  of  the  harpers  harping,  and  the  fongs  of  the 
redeemed,  begin  to  ravifh  their  fouls  ;  and  a  voice 
from  heaven,  mild,  and  fweet  as  mercy,  calling  to 
them,  fays,  Come,  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world. 

G 
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Finally,  this  fubject  addreffes  itfelf  with  peculiar 
confolation  to  thofe,  who  have  well-grounded  hopes 
that  their  deceafed  friends  died  in  the  Lord.  They 
died  in  the  Lord.  They  are  bleffed  in  heaven.  Thefe 
reflections  remove  at  once  the  greateft  weight  of  be- 
reavements ;  and  their  departure  fills  the  mind  with 
pleafure,  while  it  wrings  the  heart  with  pain.  The 
company  of  amiable  and  pious  friends,  is  one  of  the 
preateft  bleffings  of  a  focial  nature,  which  we  enjoy 
in  this  world.  And  on  this  account,  their  feparation 
from  us,  is  greatly  lamentable.  But  when  we  confi- 
der  that  death  is  one  of  the  greateft  bleffings  which 
an  infinitely  kind  and  merciful  Parent  can  be  (low  on 
them,  and  that  what  is  our  iofs  is  great  gain  to  them, 
we  have  abundant  reafon  to  be  exceedingly  comforted 
an  all  our  tribulation.  The  reflection  that  they  were 
lovers  of  God  as  dear  children,  and  have  changed 
the  bofom  of  this  earth  for  the  bofom  of  their  hea- 
venly Father,  is  calculated  to  pour  into  the  fouls  of 
the  furviving  relatives  the  fweetefl  balm  of  confola- 
tion. 

This  pleafing  fource  of  comfort,  we  trufl,  the  nu- 
merous bereaved  and  afflicted  children  of  the  deceafed, 
and  other  relatives,  are  now  fuffered  to  enjoy.*  The 
perfon  whofe  death  we  are  this  day  called  to  lament, 
was  one  who  had  been  long  devoted  to  God,  and 
who  gave  bright  evidence  of  the  fincerity  and  piety 
of  her  heart,  by  her  daily  life  and  converfation.  In 
early  life  me  became  a  fubjecl:  of  awakening,  and  was 
hopefully  brought  into  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 
Her  heart  and  temper,  which  were  before  naturally 
mild  and  amiable,  were  now  rendered  more  fo,  by  the 
purifying  influences  of  divine  grace.  This  qualified 
her  for  eminent  and  extenfive  ufefulnefs  in  the  world. 
And  the  laudable  flation  in  which  fhe  acted,!  and 

*  The  descendants  of  Mrs.  Sexton,  were  very*  numerous. 
She  had  eleven  children  ; .seventy-eight  grand  children  ;  and 
sixty-eight  great  grand  children  ;  making  one  hundred  and 
fifty -seven  in  number,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  of  which 
were  living  to  mourn  her  death. 

t  Mrs.  Sexton,  through  a  oourse  of  fifty-five  years,  led  an 
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the  various  and  numerous  circles  of  ibrrow  and  dif- 
trefs  to  which  me  was  called,  gave  her  frequent  op- 
portunity of  condoling  with  the  afflicted,  and  of  dif- 
playing  her  benevolence  and  piety,  in  alleviating  the 
rniferies  of  her  fellow-creatures.  Her  religious  and 
focial  character  is  too  well  known  to  moil  prefent, 
to  need  further  comment.  It  is  but  jufcice  to  fay, 
me  was  an  affectionate  partner,  a  tender  parent,  a 
kind  neighbour,  a  friend  of  the  fufrering,  and  hope- 
fully, an  amiable  chriftian.  Her  life  may  be  truly 
laid  to  have  been  filled  up  with  duty  and  with  ufeful- 
nefs.  She  lived  out  the  remnant  of  her  days.  The 
wheels  of  nature  were  not  broken,  but  they  were 
worn  out.  And  fhe  has  died  in  a  good  old  age,  and 
has  left  for  imitation  a  bright  example  of  diligence, 
faithfulnefs,  amiablenefs  and  piety. 

The  furviving  children,  grand  children,  and  other 
relatives  have,  therefore,  the  moil  permanent  fources 
of  confolation  and  fupport.  Your  fleeping  friend 
has  been  fpared  to  you  for  a  feafon  unufually  long. 
And  now,  fhe  is  removed  under  circumftances  the 
moil  defirable  and  confoling.  You  have  abundant 
reafon  for  gratitude  and  praife  to  God,  therefore, 
even  in  this  affliction.  The  profpect  that  fhe  has 
gone  to  reft,  and  is  joining  in  the  praifes  of  God  and 
the  Lamb,  with  that  innumerable  multitude  on  mount 
Sion,  may  well  dry  up  your  tears,  and  mould  your 
hearts  to  duty  and  inftruction. 

Some  of  you,  are  now  in  the  advanced  flages  of 
life,  and  cannot  expect  long  to  furvive  your  fleeping 
friend.  It  becomes  you,  therefore,  to  humble  your- 
felves  before  God,  and  to  manifeft  a  patient,  and 
filial  fpirit,  under  his  affli&ing  hand. 

May  you  all  be  admonifhed,  by  this  inftance  of 
mortality,  of  your  own  approaching  diffolution  ;  and 
be  brought  to  fubmit  to,  and  adore  God,  in  his 
providence   and  grace.     In  this  way  only,  can  you 
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rationally  hope  to  die  in  the  Lord,  and  mare  in  that 
reft,  which  remaineth  to  the  faints  in  light. 

Each  member  of  this  affembly,  is  admonimed  of 
God,  in  this  providence,  to  prepare  to  die  in  the 
Lord.  God  fpeaks  to  his  rational  creatures,  in  vari- 
ous ways ;  and  in  all  of  them,  He  defigns  to  fix  their 
attention  upon  himfelf.  In  providences  of  this  kind, 
He  comes  peculiarly  near  us  and  fpeaks,  tho*  with  a 
filent,  yet  with  a  clear  and  folemn  voice.  It  be- 
comes us,  therefore,  to  liften  with  attention,  and 
obey  the  call. 

The  aged,  in  particular,  cannot  be  deaf  to  this 
warning  voice.  Your  years  and  experience,  will  not 
fuffer  you  to  promife  yourfelves  long  happinefs  in 
this  world.  It  is  of  ferious  importance,  therefore, 
that  you  have  a  treafure  laid  up  in  the  heavens,  and 
give  good  evidences  of  it  by  a  life  of  patience,  forti- 
tude, and  refignation.  It  would  effectually  fecure 
you,  againft  the  fearful  apprehenfions  of  a  dying 
hour,  and  a  judgment  day.  It  would  fhed  light  and 
comfort  around  you,  while  here  j  and  light  up  for 
you  a  lamp,  in  the  dark  valley  and  fhadow  of  death; 
Let  the  profpect  of  a  fpeedy  diffolution,  enliven  your 
hopes,  and  quicken  you  to  duty.  Turn  your  eyes 
towards  that  world  of  bleffednefs  and  glory,  which 
lies  before  you,  and  view  the  perfections  and  employ- 
ments of  the  faints  ;  and  let  your  hearts  burn,  with 
a  holy  zeal,  to  join  your  dear,  departed,  pious  friends, 
and  the  innumerable  multitude  of  faints  and  angels, 
who  are  bleffed  in  the  prefence  and  praife  of  God 
and  the  Lamb. 

Let  the  old  and  the  young,  the  flupid  and  the 
alarmed,  the  friends  and  the  enemies  of  God,  liften  to 
his  warning  voice.  To  be  furprized  into  eternity,  un- 
prepared ;  and  placed  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Su- 
premely Juft,  is  folemn,  and  interefling  beyond  con- 
ception. Let  us,  therefore,  feek  the  Lord  to-day, 
while  we  hear  his  voice.  To-morrow  it  may  be  too 
late.  For  behold  I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  is 
with  me.  Bleffed  is  that  fervant,  whom,  when  his 
Lord  cometh,  He  mall  find  watching. 
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